
were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything
here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in
their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay
here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” [©
NRSV]

Commentary on the Gospel passages

No matter which of the Gospel selections is read, the information
is the same.  Details may differ a bit -- people remember details differently
-- but the report is unchanging.  Eyewitnesses recorded that the dead
Jesus was now alive, was with them, and that he was in most ways the
same, yet somehow different with a new relationship to both space and
time..  He was in what Theologians call The Transformed Resurrection
Body. He was now adapted, transformed for Heavenly life.  

We too will experience the resurrection  -- I look for the
resurrection of the dead -- as we say in the creed.  His Resurrection is a
preview of what ours may be like.
 

 Easter Season Blessing
May almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children
through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the
riches of his blessing. AMEN.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin
into  newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with
Christ for ever. AMEN.
May God, who has brought us our of bondage to sin into true and
lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal
inheritance. AMEN.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  AMEN. 

Please prepare Saint John  20:19-31 for next Sunday
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Christ Appears to Mary Magdalene
1304-06

Scenes from the Life of Christ # 21. 
Resurrection (Noli me tangere)

Giotto Di Bordone, 1276-1336
Fresco, 200 x 185 cm

Cappella Scrovegni (Arena Chapel), Padua

Today there are several alternative Gospel selections. 
A brief commentary is found on page 4 [Year B, Easter Day]

Saint John 20:1-18  

 EARLY ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, WHILE IT WAS STILL DARK, MARY

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from
the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of
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the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them
that he had said these things to her 

Mark 16:1-8

 WHEN THE SABBATH WAS OVER, MARY MAGDALENE, AND MARY THE MOTHER

of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him.
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up,
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back.
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.[© NRSV]

I HAVE SEEN THE LORD

2

Saint Luke 24:13-49

NOW ON THAT SAME DAY TWO OF THEM WERE GOING TO A VILLAGE CALLED

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other
about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes
were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all
this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as
the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh,
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying,
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.”
So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread. While they were talking about this, Jesus himself
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to
them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for
a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they
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