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 A Passion for the Gospel of Jesus Christ A Heart for the Lost   

 A Willingness to do Whatever it Takes A Commitment to One Another 

 

A Letter from the Bishop 

 

Consider this a meditation on a misplaced 
comma.  For the past few days, a particular 
Christmas carol has been floating around my head 
like an endless-loop tape: 
 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing 

you dismay; remember Christ our Savior 

was born on Christmas Day, to save us all 

from Satan’s power when we were gone 

astray. 

  

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy; O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 
 Often, as we sing this carol, we insert a 
pause (and an implied comma) after the first “you,” 
which renders the opening line:  “God rest you, 
merry gentlemen.”  That completely changes the 
meaning, doesn’t it?  “Merry gentlemen” puts the 
emphasis on how we feel.  Christmas makes us 
happy.  It conjures up images of gift-surrounded 
trees, bright lights, office parties, family gatherings, 
and a church filled with joyful worshippers on 
Christmas Eve – reason for merriness indeed. 
 

Don’t get me wrong.  All of this is good!  I 
look forward to our yearly celebration and all of the 
glorious trappings that enhance the season.  (As I 
write these words, I find myself fantasizing about 
my most recently-discovered Christmas delicacy, an 
eggnog latte at a local coffee shop.  Espresso nested 
in eggnog is now a Christmas essential for me!)  
Christmas past and Christmas present blend in our 
minds to create a magical aura, memory and 
anticipation wondrously fused. 

 
The Christmas hymn doesn’t deny any of 

this; but it points us in a different direction.  “God 
rest you merry, gentlemen.”  The comma as the 
hymn-writer intended it tells the tale.  Whatever 
we’re feeling – and however the season and its 
bright lights touch us – we pray that God may make 
us merry for another reason.  “Christ our Savior was  

 
 
born on Christmas Day.”  Merriment is not so much 
a seasonal sentiment as it is the settled conviction 
that God has done something profound and utterly 
unexpected. 

 
From God our heavenly Father a blessed 

angel came and unto certain shepherds 

brought tidings of the same: how that in 

Bethlehem was born the Son of God by 

name. 

 
 Jesus is – as the Anglican writer J. B. 
Phillips so colorfully put it – the “focused God,” 
God slipping into the world of time and space, form 
and matter, and being born as a human baby.  “The 
Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 
1:14).  When we look at Jesus, we see God himself. 
 

“Fear not then,” said the angel, “Let 

nothing you affright; this day is born a 

Savior of a pure virgin bright, to free all 

those who trust in him from Satan’s power 

and might.” 

 
 In other words, Jesus changes everything.  
The universe is not a dark and empty place.  At the 
very heart of the cosmos is a God who loves us so 
much that he became one of us, a God who loves us 
so much that he has broken the power of sin, Satan, 
and death through the life, death, and resurrection of 
his Son.  Our best response – not only at Christmas, 
but year-‘round – is to worship and adore him: 
 

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within 

this place, and with true love and charity 

each other now embrace; this holy tide of 

Christmas doth bring redeeming grace. 

   

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and 

joy; O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

+Ed 



Four Farewells 
 

Four members of our clergy in Northern Indiana 
have moved or will be moving very soon. 
 
The Rev. Jonathan Melton, who was ordained this 
fall, is now serving as the Assistant to the Rector at 
St. Helena’s in Boerne, Texas. 
 
The Rev. Lin Hutton, formerly the Priest-in Charge 
at St. Anne’s, Warsaw, is now serving as the Rector 
of St. Thomas’ in Orange, Virgina. 
 
The Rev. David Ottsen has accepted a call to serve 
as Rector of St. Peter’s in Brenham, Texas. His last 
Sunday at St. Paul’s, Mishawaka will be January 
6th. 
 
The Rev. Randy Melton has accepted a call to serve 
as Rector of the Church of the Messiah in Gonzales, 
Texas. His last Sunday at St. Michael & All 
Angels’, South Bend will be January 6th. 
 
We wish them all blessings in their new ministries! 
 

Sharing Our Faith Workshop 

 

St. Michael & All Angels’, South Bend will be 
hosting a one-day workshop on evangelism on April 
19th from 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM. The featured speaker 
will be Carrie Boren, Missioner for Evangelism in 
the Diocese of Texas. 
 
Some topics she will discuss are: 

� What is the Good News? 
� How to share our faith without being afraid 
� How to tell the Gospel story 
� How to practice this ministry as a parish 

 
The cost of the event is $20.00. Lunch will be 
provided. Please RSVP by contacting the parish 
office. 
 

NEHM Conference 

 

National Episcopal Health Ministries (NEHM) 
announces its first annual conference, ‘Seasons of 
Health Ministry’ to be held at Kanuga Episcopal 
Retreat Center March 27-29, 2008. The conference 
will feature keynote speaker Rev. Jean Denton, 
founder of NEHM and author of “Good is the Flesh: 
Body, Soul and Christian Faith.” There will be a 
variety of workshops offered throughout the 

conference to help you start, grow and refresh 
health ministry/parish nursing. To learn more, visit 
www.episcopalhealthministries.org or call (317) 
253-1277 ext. 34. NEHM is a network of nurses, 
health ministers, chaplains, and laypeople who 
promote health and wellness in Episcopal 
congregations. 
 

 

Bishop/Diocesan Calendar for January 2008 

 
January 2, 2008 
  Diocesan Offices reopen 
January 4, 2008 
  12:05 PM (EST) Holy Eucharist, Cathedral Church  
  of St. James, South Bend 
January 6, 2008 
  Visitation to St. Timothy’s, Griffith  
January 13, 2008 
  Visitation to St. Elizabeth’s, Culver  
January 15, 2008 
  Reconciliation Team Meeting 
January 16, 2008 
  Regional Clergy Gathering for the Wabash Valley  
  Deanery 11:00 AM (EST) 
January 18, 2008 
  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
January 19, 2008 
  Commission on Ministry meets at St. John the  
  Evangelist, Elkhart at 10:00 AM (EST) 
January 20, 2008 
  Visitation to St. John of the Cross, Bristol 
January 21, 2008 
  Offices closed in observance of Martin Luther  
  King, Jr. Day. 
January 22, 2008 
  Standing Committee 12:00 PM (EST) 
January 21-23, 2008 
  Visitation to Seminarians at Sewanee  
January 26, 2008 
  Bishop Little attends the Consecration of the Rev.  
  Mark Lawrence as Bishop of South Carolina. 
January 29, 2008 
  Regional Clergy Gathering for the Calumet and  
  Michigan City Deaneries Deanery 11:00 AM (CST) 
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